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CirCus World offers a glimpse of the past
By lisa m. schmelz

The Big Top  

Lives On
When i was young and could carry 

off a sequined bodysuit, i dreamed 
of joining the circus and dazzling the crowds 
with my trapeze skills. Without a second 
thought or long-term disability insurance, i 
would soar gracefully through the air to some 

dashing leotard-clad man patiently awaiting 
me — upside down — on the return fly bar. in 
his firm grip, with a trust only trapeze artists 
and bomb squad veterans can know, we would 
twist, flip and sail our way into the hearts of 
the mere mortals below. 

History
experience
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EXPLORE A 

SUB  
CULTURE
AND EXPLORE THE DEPTHS OF WISCONSIN MARITIME HISTORY

• Experience life aboard a WWII sub

• Stroll the streets of a 19th century port town

• Operate locks & sail a boat downriver

• Fire up a 65-ton steam engine

• Reel in a Great Lakes salmon

www.wisconsinmaritime.org
75 Maritime Drive • Manitowoc, WI 54220 • 866-724-2356 • Open 7 days a week, year round

SUBMARINE TOURS DAILY

Get the free mobile app at: 
http://gettag.mobi

sadly, my dreams of living life mostly 
25 feet up came crashing down when i 
had a panic attack at age eight on the 
golden gate Bridge. even in the middle 
lane, seat-belted and unable to see out 
the back window of my parent’s Chevy, 
i was terror-filled at the realization that 
there was no net ready to catch us should 
we fall. all that was between us and the 
pacific was a long stretch of asphalt in 
a quake-prone region. if we plunged, i 
wouldn’t even have had the satisfaction 
of dying in a snazzy trapeze ensemble. 
Where’s the glory in that?

acrophobia has remained with me all 
these years, but it has not eclipsed my 
awe for all things “circus.” Nearly every 
form of entertainment can find its roots 
— or at least some third cousins once 
removed — in the circus. You can thank 
— or curse — this blessed institution for 
modern performers like lady gaga. 

“i don’t know,” says veteran ringmaster 
david saloutos, laughing at the gaga 
reference. “maybe she goes to the 
sideshow. But she definitely goes to the 
circus roots as an entertainment form. 
she embodies a lot of that colorful and 
larger-than-life aspect. Circus was the 
most popular form of entertainment in 
this country for well over 50 years, and 
there’s still something about it that 
appeals to the, if you want to say, child 
in all of us.” 

in Wisconsin, you can experience the 
thrill that never grows old at Circus World 
in Baraboo, where saloutos has served as 
ringmaster since 1978, guiding audiences 
through a cotton candy world of magic 
and dreams. Circus World sits on the 
grounds of what was once the ringling 
Bros. Circus winter quarters, along the 

If you go
Circus World is located in Baraboo, Wisconsin, on the grounds 
of the ringling Bros. Circus winter quarters. a National historic 
landmark, the museum and big top are open May 21 through 
Sept. 5. admission is $14.95 for adults, $12.95 for senior citizens, 
and $7.95 for children five to 11; children under five are free. 
for more information, call 866-693-1500 or log onto circusworld.
wisconsinhistory.org.
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The Ferro Pavilion • George Williams College of Aurora University in Williams Bay, Wisconsin

262-245-8501 • 866-843-5200
musicbythelake.com

Tickets and 
Information

Season and individual tickets are now on sale!

SUNDAYS AT 4 SERIES
Performances begin at 4:00 p.m.

Time for Three
Sunday, July 24

A brilliant young string trio 
performing a spectacular 
array of arrangements in 
many styles 

PRITZKER SPOTLIGHT
CONCERT

FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S 
CONCERT

KC and
The Sunshine Band
Saturday, August 13
7:30 p.m.

The widely popular, triple 
Grammy Award-winning band that changed 
the sound of modern pop music in the early 
1970s

Tom Chapin and 
Friends 

Sunday, July 10
4:00 p.m.

A performance that will 
engage the hearts, minds and imaginations 
of children and adults of all ages

E.T. has Close 
Encounters at 
Jurassic Park with 
Indiana Jones in 
“Star Wars” 
Saturday, July 2

The music of John Williams (guest
appearances by Superman and 

Harry Potter) with Arnie Roth and Members
of The Chicagoland Pops Orchestra

“Country Roads”
with Robert Stillman:
A Tribute to
John Denver 
Saturday, July 16

 A tribute to the artist who epitomized the folk 
song movement of the 1960s and 1970s 

“Brigadoon”
Saturday, July 30

One of the most beloved, 
romantic early musicals of the 
1940s, written by the most
winning team in the business

“Brigadoon”
Sunday, July 31

One of the most beloved, 
romantic early musicals of the 
1940s, written by the most
winning team in the business

“Under the 
Streetlamp”
Saturday, August 6

The original Chicago cast 
members of “Jersey Boys” 

singing selections from Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons 

MAIN STAGE SERIES
Performances begin at 7:30 p.m.

A PREMIER MUSICAL EXPERIENCE IN AN INTIMATE LAKESIDE SETTING

Brigadoon

Brigadoon

lisa m.schmelz is an educator 
and freelance writer. she lives 
in delavan, Wisconsin, with 
her husband, hank. they have 
three children. every spring, lisa 
walks seven miles of the lake 
geneva shore path with over 200 
seventh graders. 

banks of the Baraboo river. in 1884, it 
was here that the brothers founded one of 
america’s most beloved circus families. 
more than a century later, you can still 
see the circus of yesteryear up close on 
these shores. there are all the acts you’d 
expect of any circus, plus a museum 
steeped in history and the world’s largest 
collection of circus wagons. 

under a one-ring big top, saloutos directs 
live animal acts, featuring elephants and 
tigers, world-class jugglers, single-bar 
trapeze artists, acrobats, and an array 
of comedic entertainers. Beyond the big 
top, there’s a breathtaking collection of 
intricately carved and beautifully restored 
circus wagons. more than two-thirds of 
all known circus wagons in the world 
are housed at Circus World. equal parts 
beauty, transportation and advertisement, 
circus wagons could be powered by horse 
or loaded onto the flatbeds of trains. 

Circus World also lets you peer into 
the past via hundreds of artifacts and 
exhibits, each telling a story all its own. 
during the performance season, guided 
tours of historic ringlingville, the name 
for the original ringling Bros. Circus 
winter quarters, are available daily. 
Buildings here date back to 1897 and are 
the largest surviving group of original 
circus structures in North america. 

a recreated circus wardrobe department, 
showcasing 19th-century costumes, 
gives visitors an idea of how taxing 
it was for designers and their staff to 
create the 2,000 costumes needed for 
each new season. 

even lady gaga herself would pine for 
some of these magnificent duds. But would 
she wear it 25 feet above the ground, 
hanging upside down in the splits? 

probably.  ew

Bronze Fonz


