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By Lisa M. Schmelz

So you’re restless, are you? You say you want to get out of the city for awhile,
get in the car — or on the train — and head someplace far enough away to put your
worries behind you, but close enough that you don’t spend all your time off getting there?
Well, the solution is both a world away and closer than you think.
Think Lake Geneva. No, not that Lake Geneva. No passport is needed for this southern
Wisconsin destination, but an I-Pass will get you there quicker if you’re coming by car.
Just 75 miles north of downtown Chicago, Lake Geneva offers the very best of Wisconsin,
says George Hennerley, Executive Director for the Geneva Lakes Area Chamber of
Commerce and Lake Geneva Area Convention and Visitors Bureau.
“The real appeal is the contrast of the urban area Chicagoans are coming from and the
fact that you don’t have to travel six to eight hours to get here,” says Hennerley of Lake
Geneva as a day, weekend or extended getaway. “And while Wisconsin is typically viewed
as rustic, Lake Geneva is a very sophisticated area, with some absolutely outstanding
amenities such as great golf, parks, restaurants and shopping. You can be as rustic as
you want to be, or as sophisticated as you want to be, all in a very small area.”
Recognized in 2009 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation as one of America’s
“Dozen Distinctive Destinations,” Lake Geneva literally offers something for everyone
and every budget.
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Standing the test
of time

“Come see how something old
can be OH SO NEW…”

Lakeside Dining &
Late Night Lounge

327 Wrigley Drive, Downtown Lake Geneva
262-248-4700 • BakerHouse1885.com

Experience the newest & most exciting dining destination in Lake Geneva, where Gilded Age living mixes
with modern day lounging creating a fancy-free environment reminiscent of a 1920’s cocktail party.
Our nightly Sun-Downer Celebration, with vintage hats & classic cocktails, is only part of the fun for guests
who casually dine throughout the mansion on towers of food in decadently furnished parlors.
Luxury Suites
Coming Soon...

Late Night
Lounge

Call About Our Private Events & How to Dazzle Your
Guests with Food & Fun in the Most Unforgettable Setting.

For more than a century, Lake Geneva
has been a favorite destination for
generations of Chicagoans. The crowning
jewel of this picturesque hamlet, which
boasts a population of just less than
8,000, is, of course, Geneva Lake (that’s
right … the city is Lake Geneva, but the
lake is Geneva Lake). Wisconsin’s second
deepest inland lake, it offers an array of
recreation opportunities all four seasons
of the year.
Unique to this pristine and shimmering
shoreline is a walkable path of more
than 20 miles, which is best-traversed
before the snow falls. Open to the public,
the path lets you see what drew legions
of business tycoons here so long ago.
Among those flocking here and building
palatial estates after the Great Chicago
Fire of 1871 were the Schwinns, Maytags,
Wrigleys and even the founder of what
is now known as Nabisco. Many of the
lakefront estates remain true to their
turn-of-the-century architecture and offer
a glimpse back in time. Architecture lovers

It’s All About Family Fun!
Experience the fall season at The Abbey Resort –
The only full-service resort on the shores of
Lake Geneva

While you’re here, the whole family will enjoy the
magnificent colors of the season with the area’s scenic
boat tours, hiking, biking, farmer’s markets, festivals,
and themed weekends, plus…family fun resort
activities including bonfires with s’mores family games,
seasonal crafts, family movies, and more.
Whatever you’re looking for… it’s all here or near

The Abbey Resort
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Upcoming EvEnts
• Lake Geneva Wine Festival, September 10-11
Wine and culinary enthusiasts gather for this fourth annual celebration
that benefits local nonprofit organizations.
• Geneva Lake Classic Car Rally, September 24-26
Enjoy a classic car parade downtown Lake geneva on saturday,
followed by a poker run with stops all around geneva Lake.
• The 11th annual 2010 Geneva Lakes Antique and Classic Boat
Show at The Abbey, September 24-26
the show features a vendor fair, boat parade and the Abbey’s own
“Burnin’ Down the Docks: Blues, Brews & BBQ” live at the Waterfront.
• Columbus Day/weekend, October 8 – 11
• Lake Geneva Oktoberfest, October 9 & 10
• Fall Color Weekends, October 15 – 17, 22-24

Stone manor
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Family Value Package

starting at

$149

• Deluxe Accomodations
*
• Family Fun Resort Activities
per room
• 1 FREE Child’s Breakfast with one paid adult*
• 1 FREE Child’s Admission on Lake Geneva Cruise Line with one paid adult
• 1 FREE Child Admission to Dancing Horses Theatre wth one paid adult
• 1 FREE Abbey Kids Club Registration with one paid child
*plus tax & resort pass per night. Added value seasonal activities subject to change.
valid until December 15, 2010. Free breakfast from child’s menu.

Bed & Breakfast

Enjoy one night in one of our luxurious rooms
plus a delicious breakfast, admission to the
Avani Spa, and 25% off spa services

starting from

*
$79
dbl occupany

*$79 rate available sun-thurs on select dates. price is per person based on double
occupancy, plus tax and $6 per person resort fee and tax. subject to availability. offer
valid through Dec. 15, 2011.

Avani Spa Anniversary

Celebrate Avani’s 2nd Anniversary; purchase two 50 minute spa services
and get your room FREE.
*offer available on select dates only. some restrictions apply.

Call today to book your getaway! • 888.575.2172 • www.theabbeyresort.com
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lake geneva
favorite destination
chicagoans.
for more than a century,
has been a

for generations of

U.S. National Snow Sculpting Championships
© Clint Farlinger
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geneva Lake Shore path
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When visiting Lake geneva,
pick up a copy of At the LAke,
avaiLabLe throughout the
geneva Lakes area.
Visit www.atthelakemagazine.com for an online
dining guide, events calendar, and more.

stay updated:

PORTFOLIO

Become a fan of At The Lake magazine

FALL COLORS: THE YEAR’S LAST, LOVELIEST SMILE

ZEN AT 2,500 FEET
BALLOONING OVER GENEVA LAKE

SPRING 2010

■

AT THE LAKE

■

1

Follow us @AtTheLakeMag

come explore
wisconsin’s
greens

Stay & Play Packages
Pair a round or two of golf on our Legendary Courses
with an overnight stay at one of the
area’s finest resorts for a perfect getaway!

Starting at $79 per person in April,
$122 in the heart of the season.

located

4 miles west of lake Geneva, wisconsin on hiGhway 50

(262) 245-7000
GenevanationalResoRt.com
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will be captivated by the lengths many
estate owners have gone to preserve the
unique heritage of their homes.

Lakefront enjoyment
In fall, the rolling hills around the lake are
awash in color. A narrated tour of the lake
on one of the eight historic boats run by
Lake Geneva Cruise Line will offer both
history and breathtaking fall scenery. In
fact, it’s only by a cruise that you can
tour the historic Black Point Mansion.
Built by Chicago beer baron Conrad
Seipp in 1888, the mansion is one of the
oldest of its kind on the lake and open for
tours through October. Black Point also
holds one of the nation’s most prominent
collections of Victorian-era furniture.
In addition to the Black Point tour, the
Cruise Line offers a variety of cruises as
well as private charters.
Fishing is also excellent in the fall,
whether it’s done from the shore or on
the lake. Boat rentals are available if you
want to cast to the waters yourself and
guided fishing trips are also a great way
to net a tasty catch. Lake Geneva Fishing
Guide Service is run by veteran angler
Tom Billing and his group of professional,
licensed guides. In the winter, Billing also
offers guided ice fishing, including the
shack and equipment.
Speaking of freezing cold, Lake Geneva
is also home to the U.S. National Snow
Sculpting Championship. Talented
teams from across the nation brave the
cold to create towering sculptures all from
snow. Equal parts art and sport, this year’s
competition gets underway on February 2.
Final judging takes place on February 6.

Downtown delights
Just off the lake, in the heart of downtown
Lake Geneva, are one-of-kind shopping
opportunities. Antiques, fine art, the
latest in clothing and footwear trends,
and even shops dedicated solely to wine
and olive oil, can be found all within a
four-block radius. A newly restored, fourscreen theater downtown offers firstrun movies in old cinematic style. The
Geneva 4 originally opened in 1928, with
just one screen. Today, it’s owned by Nova
Cinemas and is also used by traveling
troupes of New York actors to stage shows
like the Rocky Horror Picture Show.

As the weather cools down, cozy up to Grand Geneva Resort & Spa. Along with breathtaking fall colors and one
million holiday lights, you’ll enjoy endless activities, decadent dining and new renovations to guest rooms and
beyond. Grand Geneva offers 1,300 acres of 4-diamond resort with everything from horseback riding
and waterslides to snowshoeing and skiing—even a little peace and quiet.

Rekindle and Renew.

Grand Geneva Resort & Spa | 7036 Grand Geneva Way at Hwys. 50 East & 12 | Lake Geneva, WI 53147
(800) 558-3417 | www.grandgeneva.com
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MLS#1124727-LAKE GENEVA: Executive estate w/elevator to
4th flr lounge w/panoramic views of Lake Como. Walk-in cooler, lwr
lvl guest suite, stocked pond, horses allowed, 15 acres. $1,250,000
Call Jan Giovannetti 262-949-3570

MLS#1157596-FONTANA: Exceptional 3BR 2BA, light filled
unit. Wood floors, FP, stainless appliances, charming sitting area
located in quiet area w/pool & lake nearby. $549,000
Call Joan Freytag 262-215-5477

MLS#1141965-GENEVA NATIONAL: On the Lake at Geneva
National w/3 story LR, lakeside deck & screen porch, Viking kitchen,
4-zone audio, entertainment & security systems, 6800 sq.ft. $1,500,000
Call Marcy Hammett 262-949-6910

MLS#1155839-LAKE MARY: Fabulous fully furnished turn key
lakefront home on 70' of level clear sandy frontage on Lake Mary.
3BR, 2BA with a lower level walkout. View of whole lake! $639,900
Call Gina Nocek 262-745-2360

MLS#1149240-LINN: One of a kind, 3BR, 2BA contemporary
barn for those looking for the extraordinary. Enjoy countryside
vistas from the generous South facing windows. $547,000
Call Janis Hartley 262-745-3630

Those wanting a home-away-from-home
atmosphere can choose from a number of
bed and breakfasts. The Eleven Gables
Inn offers lakefront accommodations
in buildings constructed in the 1850s
and a private pier for its guests. Resorts
with world-class spas also abound in
Lake Geneva and in the surrounding
communities. The Abbey Resort and
Avani Spa is located in Fontana and
features 90 acres of shorefront. All guest
rooms feature a lakefront cottage design
and come with balcony or patio areas.

© holly leitner
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When deciding where to stay in Lake
Geneva, there are a number of options
designed to fit every budget. For the
outdoor lover, Big Foot Beach State Park
offers more than 100 wooded campsites
across 270 acres. Campsites are open from
Memorial Day weekend through Labor
Day weekend. The park itself is open yearround and offers 5.5 miles of hiking trails
through forest and open meadow.

Downtown
Lake Geneva
A few blocks from the lake is the Maple
Park Historic District, a 650-acre enclave
of 143 structures. The oldest homes in the
district were built in the 1840s and 1850s.
The picturesque neighborhood, which is
listed in the National Register of Historic
Places, offers an up-close portrait of a
bygone era, complete with a dappling of
carriage houses that have been lovingly
restored. The neighborhood is perfect for
fall or winter walks, and homeowners you
see out front are usually more than happy
to talk about their home’s history.

Stay for awhile

MLS#1075075-GENEVA: Beautifully designed condo on
Palmer 8/9. LR, DR 3 season porch, Master suite. LL complete with
family-entertainment area. 3BR, 3.5BA, 2+ car garage. $499,000
Call Margaret Canfield 262-949-9272

MLS#1138816-LYONS: 5 private acres complete w/guest quarters. 3BR, 3BA in main house, scrnd porch on walkout LL, hot tub, FP.
Beautiful grounds & gardens w/underground sprinklers. $485,000
Call Marjorie Krantz 847-927-1650

www.KeefeRealEstate.com
Get the free mobile app at

http://gettag.mobi
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Abbey Resort & Spa • Abbey Springs • Burlington
Delavan • Downtown Lake Geneva • Elkhorn
Geneva National • Lake Geneva
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When you get hungry, Lake Geneva offers
more than 40 ways to get your fill. Bistro
220 offers a cozy dining atmosphere and
an extensive, yet affordable menu ranging
from specialty pizzas to gourmet seafood.
Kirsch’s Restaurant at the French
Country Inn serves up award-winning,
five-star meals. Located about four miles
outside of the downtown district, the
restaurant overlooks Lake Como and is
famous for exquisitely prepared entrees
such as seared duck and Maine lobster.
The Wine Spectator Award-winning wine
list features more than 600 labels. There’s
also a bevy of lakefront eateries, where you
can grab a burger or sandwich to go.

If indoor water parks are your thing,
Timber Ridge Lodge & Waterpark,
located at the Grand Geneva Resort, is
a terrific choice. Or for something more
relaxing, Grand Geneva Resort features
Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired architecture,
which makes the sprawling resort feel
as if it’s literally a part of the landscape.
The full-service Well Spa + Salon
awaits, and in the winter, enjoy skiing
and snowboarding at The Mountain Top,
located on the grounds of Grand Geneva.
Lake Geneva is a Wisconsin destination
worth checking out. So close, and yet so
far, it’s the remedy for busy Chicagoans
who need a break from the frenetic pace
of city life.
“There’s something in the water here
that makes life easier,” says Hennerley.
“There’s a little more oxygen in the air. We
have a beautiful community and it’s right
here waiting.” ew

Lisa M.Schmelz is an educator
and freelance writer. She lives
in Delavan, Wisconsin, with
her husband, Hank. They have
three children. Every spring, Lisa
walks seven miles of the Lake
Geneva shore path with over 200
seventh graders.

MLS#1124380-LAKE GENEVA: Grand custom-built Orren
Pickell designed true lakefront home with all of South Shore Club's
amenities. 7+ BR suites & 4 levels of spectacular details. $4,950,000
Call Linda Hanley 262-949-2376
Call Bob Webster 262-949-1933
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MLS#1083041-FONTANA: Rare opportunity to build custom
home on 2.4 wooded, rolling, private acres w/110' frontage on
Geneva Lake. Close to Fontana lakefront. $2,990,000
Call Julie Sarton 262-949-7651
Call Mike & Peggy Bentley 262-325-1231

MLS#1124109-LAKE BEULAH: Architecturally stunning 2002
lakefront home on 2.88 wooded acres w/275 ft frontage. 13
rooms, exquisite design features, breath-taking views. $2,750,000
Call Julie Sarton 262-949-7651

MLS#1124850-LAKE BEULAH: Extraordinary lakefront home on
200'+ of Lake Beulah frontage. 6 bdrm suites, private guest quarters,
spacious rooms make this perfect for large gatherings. $2,299,500
Call Janis Hartley 262-745-3630

MLS#1144127-LAKE GENEVA: Beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 bath
Lake Geneva Lakefront. Ideal level frontage. Two fireplaces, huge
deck and patio. Immaculate and move-in condition. $2,195,000
Call Bob Webster 262-949-1933

MLS#1141739-LAKE GENEVA: Distinctive lakefront log home
with 80' frontage, boathouse, beamed ceilings, wood plank floors
in a wooded setting. Room to expand, furnishings incl. $1,695,000
Call Beaa Sheehan 262-949-9009

MLS#1155481-POWERS LAKE: 125' of prime level frontage
located on spring fed Powers Lake. This Jefferson Island home
offers private panoramic views of the lake. $1,689,000
Call Mary Petersen 262-770-7367

www.KeefeRealEstate.com
Get the free mobile app at

http://gettag.mobi
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