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does Holmes offer anyone, in any sector, 
frequently trapped at bad meetings?

“If I’m attending, and I’m habitually at 
meetings that are poorly run, I might ask 
if I can make the agenda or volunteer to 
be the time keeper,” she says. “Maybe it’s 
an opportunity for me.” 

Sometimes marathon meetings are 
unavoidable, though. Christine Clements 
is the Dean of the College of Business 
and Economics at UW – Whitewater. She 
recently endured a four-hour meeting. 
How did she and her colleagues, who 
were tackling budgeting and personnel 
issues, disconnect from the outside world 
that long?

“You build up a tolerance after a while,” 
she says flatly. “You train for it.”

Fortunately, Clements’ training included 
laughter. “We make fun of each other 
all the time,” she says, “and I don’t see 
everybody checking their email. We try to 
have a good time.”  

Lisa Schmelz is a freelance writer based in 

Delavan.
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Jim Hodge knows some things that other financial consultants might not. 

He knows that billy goat urine helps prevent cattle  

from getting ringworm.

He knows it must be around 77 degrees  

for corn to pollinate.

He knows that cows won’t gain weight if they are grazing  

outdoors in hot weather, but put them in an air conditioned  

barn or one with fans and misters and they are likely to fatten up.

He knows that barn swallows can predict the weather.

Hodge started out in the “bullpen” at R.W. Baird in Milwaukee in 1996, making cold 

calls just like all the other new hires setting their sights on an investment career. He 

has worked his way up to director and associate branch manager in Baird’s Private 

Wealth Management Group and his Hodge-Williams Team manages $700 million in 

client investments.

But Hodge is a farmer, too, and he doesn’t just dabble in it.

He is a fifth generation farmer and one of the owners of The Good Acres LLC, 

the 1,200-acre Hodge-Nienhuis family farm in La Prairie Township southeast of 

Janesville. He and his wife, Sarah, are responsible for 500 acres on which they grow 

corn, wheat and soybeans and keep 12 sheep, two goats, 12 head of Hereford cattle 

and more than 150 chickens.

“It’s  a team effort, really,” he says, explaining that the farms of his father and Sarah’s 

mother are adjacent. “We share equipment and help each other out, but we make our 

own business decisions.” 

On this sunny day with a breeze in the air, he looks out over his acreage, which extends 

almost as far as the eye can see, and talks enthusiastically about his two careers. 

Baird Investor Combines Love of Farming and Finance

Story by Nancy A. Herrick | Photography by Shanna Wolf
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